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Introduction

The English language has a long and rich history. It has changed many times,
from Old English to Middle English, then to Modern English. The New Period of
English usually refers to the time from the 17th century until today. During this time,
English continued to develop because of social, political, cultural, and technological
changes. Global communication, colonization, scientific progress, and the rise of mass
media all influenced the way people speak and write English.

This article discusses two important aspects of language change in the New
Period: grammatical changes and phonetical (sound) changes. These changes made
English simpler in some ways but more complex in others. Understanding these
developments helps us see why modern English looks and sounds the way it does
today.

1. Grammatical Changes in the New Period

Grammar refers to the rules that show how words combine to form sentences.
During the New Period, English grammar became more fixed and standardized.
Several important changes happened.

1.1. Loss of Many Inflections

Inflections are word endings that show grammatical information. Old English
had many inflections for nouns, adjectives, and verbs. By the New Period, most of
these endings disappeared.

Examples:

. Old English had different endings for nouns depending on case

(nominative, genitive, dative).

. Modern English uses word order and prepositions instead.

For example:
. Old English: “stan” — “stone”
. Genitive form: “stanes” — now “of the stone”

. This change made English more analytical—that is, meaning
depends more on sentence structure than on word endings.
1.2. Stabilization of Word Order
In the New Period, English developed a fixed word order:
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Subject — Verb — Object (SVO)

For example:

“The student reads the book.”

In Old English, sentences could be arranged more freely because inflections
showed the grammatical role of each word. But when inflections disappeared, English
relied on fixed word order for clarity.

1.3. Development of Auxiliary Verbs

English began using more auxiliary verbs (helping verbs) to form tenses,
questions, negatives, and passive voice.

Main auxiliaries include:

. do (Do-support)

. have

. be

. will / shall
Do-support

In Middle English, questions did not require do.

« Early Modern English: “Know you the answer?”

o Modern English: “Do you know the answer?”
The use of do became standard in questions, negatives, and emphasis.
1.4. Changes in Verb Tenses and Aspects
During the New Period, English developed a richer system of tenses.
Examples:

. Present Continuous

“I am working.”

This form existed earlier but became much more common.

. Perfect Progressive Form

“I have been working.”

This form appeared and became widely used in Modern English.
These forms express more precise meanings about time and action.
1.5. Simplification of Irregular Verbs
Some irregular verbs became regular in the New Period because regular forms

were easier for speakers.

Examples:
. “help, holp, holpen” — “helped”
. “cleave, clove, cloven” — “cleaved”

However, some irregular verbs stayed because they were used very often
(go/went, come/came, take/took).
1.6. Growth of Modal Verbs
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Modal verbs such as can, could, must, may, might, should, would became an
important part of modern grammar. They express ability, obligation, permission, or
possibility.

In the New Period, modal verbs lost some old forms but became more stable and
widely used in everyday speech.

2. Phonetical Changes in the New Period

The pronunciation of English also changed significantly. Sound changes often
happen slowly, but technology (radio, television, internet) spread certain
pronunciations widely.

Here are the main phonetic developments.

2.1. The Great VVowel Shift (Continuation)

The Great VVowel Shift started in the 15th century, but its effects continued into
the New Period. This change affected many long vowels.

Examples:
. The word time was pronounced like “teem”
. The word house sounded like “hoos”
During the New Period, these pronunciations fully transitioned to modern ones:
. time — /taim/
. house — /havs/

This shift explains why English spelling often does not match pronunciation.

2.2. Reduction of Vowels in Unstressed Syllables

In modern spoken English, unstressed syllables often use the schwa sound /a/.
This process became stronger in the New Period.

Examples:
. about — /a'baot/
. sofa — /'soufal/

Schwa is now the most common sound in English.
2.3. Loss of Pronunciation of Certain Consonants
Over time, many consonants stopped being pronounced.
Silent letters became common:

. k in knight, know

. w in write, wrong
gh in light, though
I in walk, talk

. b in doubt, comb

This created many spelling—pronunciation mismatches.

2.4. Changes in Stress Patterns

In the New Period, English developed clearer stress rules, especially in longer
words borrowed from French and Latin.
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. French: nation — stress on the second syllable
. English: NA-tion — first syllable stress
Stress patterns became more systematic over time.
2.5. Rise of Different English Accents
The New Period saw the birth of major varieties of English around the world:
. British English
. American English
. Australian English
. Canadian English
. Indian English
. African English varieties
Each region developed its own pronunciation patterns.
For example:
American English:
. rhotic “r” — /r/ pronounced clearly (car — /ka:r/)
British English:
. non-rhotic “r” — /r/ often silent (car — /ka:/)
These differences expanded the phonetic diversity of global English.
2.6. Assimilation and Weak Forms
In fast speech, English speakers often change or reduce sounds.

Examples:
. “going to” — gonna
. “want to” — wanna

. “did you” — didja

While informal, these changes show natural phonetic development.

3. Causes of Changes in the New Period

Several key factors influenced the transformation of English grammar and
pronunciation:

3.1. Printing Press and Standardization

The invention of the printing press helped fix spelling and grammar rules, even
while pronunciation continued to change.

3.2. Colonization and Global Spread

As English spread to new continents, contact with other languages influenced
vocabulary and pronunciation.

3.3. Scientific and Industrial Progress

New inventions required new terminology; grammar adapted for clearer
communication.

3.4. Education and Literacy
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More people learned to read and write, which helped stabilize grammar.

3.5. Media and Technology

Radio, TV, films, and the internet spread certain accents and forms of English
across the world.

Conclusion

The New Period of English brought important grammatical and phonetic
changes that shaped the language we use today. Grammar became more analytical,
word order became fixed, and auxiliary and modal verbs gained importance. At the
same time, pronunciation changed through vowel shifts, loss of certain consonants, and
development of new accents.

English continues to change today. Global communication, technology, and
cultural exchange will keep influencing the language. Studying these changes helps us
understand why English works the way it does and gives us a deeper appreciation for
its rich history and future development.

@ https:// openresearch-hub.com 90 74-son_2-to’plam_Noyabr-2025



